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dows, when the bolt descended. He fell to the
floor and was for a short time insensible ; both
the ladies were also stunned. They all recovered
their senses about the same time, but when they
talked found themselves deaf. The deafness soon
passed away, and the only lasting effect was a
dread of thunder-showers from which Mr. Whittier
never recovered. Up to this time the hoizse had
been "protected" by lightning-rods5 Mr. Whit-
tier had these at once removed, and would have
no others in their place, although lightning-rod
men were persistent in their attentions. One agent,
provoked at his lack of success in getting an order
from the poet, took revenge by causing a handbill
to be printed on which appeared a picture of Mr.
Whittier's house with a thunderbolt descending
upon it, and a statement that this was what might
be expected to happen to houses, the owners of
which obstinately refuse to adopt the only sure
method of protection! The damage to the house
was slight; a beam was found split in the attic, a
mirror was broken, and a window shade was burned
in the sewing-room.

TO HARRIET MC EWEN KIMBALL.

8th mo., 30, 1872.

I thank thee for thy kind note of the 20th.
"We had what ought to be regarded as a narrow
escape. I was struck down by lightning, and my
two nieces stunned. I suffered considerable pain
in my head and along the spine, for a day or two,
but am now much as before. Our house was not
materially damaged.